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Our MISSION at FFCA is: 

“To provide a safe and caring  
environment where academic  

excellence, character development, 
parental involvement and staff  

leadership are valued and fostered.” 
 

 

Our VISION at FFCA is: 

“Excellence in student achievement 
and character development through 
distinctive teaching and learning.” 

 

The Phoenix Messenger 

Southeast Elementary Campus    
9711 Academy Drive SE  Calgary, AB   T2J 1A9 

“ A   M A T T E R   O F   P R I N C I P A L ”  

By:  Denise Budgen 

 

It is not unusual for staff to slip into my office to tell me they are expecting a 

baby.  When Ms. Deleau popped by and closed the door behind her my     

curiosity was fully aroused.  “I am having a baby!  The words slipped out with 

excitement and joy. I was caught in the moment and must have looked      

perplexed.  “A book baby! ...and I wanted you to know”.  
 

What followed was a precious conversation about how in the midst of a  pan-

demic and the busy lives of her family of six, Ms. Deleau had written and self-

published a book entitled, “The Happiest Place  in the  World”.  A few days 

later she told the SEE staff and her joy and excitement was contagious.  

Even before we read the book, the staff were hatching a plan to celebrate 

this wonderful accomplishment—one of own had become a ‘real’ author!  We 

are all super proud of Ms. Deleau and are hardly surprised that  her book is 

about love, fun and family— things she knows a lot about. 
 

When the books arrived, teachers started reading the story to their students.  

Their response has been so thoughtful and insightful.  In tribute to our resi-

dent author all of our hallway bulletin boards have  student work  prompted 

by the story. 
 

So where is “The Happiest Place in the World?”  According to Anna in grade 

2. “It looks like bricks, desks, books, and pencils. It smells like hand sanitizer. 

It tastes like lunch and snack. It sounds like voices. It feels like fun,           

happyniss, kindniss and love. My happiest place in the world is school. What 

is your happiest place?” It is a noble aspiration to work toward being every 

student’s happiest place, every day. 
 

The happiest places in the world are those you visit or share with people you 

love. That is the universal truth that sings out from the pages of the book.  As 

we get older we all learn that we have a family we are born with and another 

we create for ourselves out  of friendships, shared experiences and           

responsibility.  The staff at SEE are very much a family by choice. They care 

deeply for each other, as people and professionals, and they cheer each   

other on and hold each other up as needed.   
 

No matter where you are, if you are with people you love and people who 

love you—it is the happiest place in the world. May that truth live in our 

hearts and inspire each of us to spend time with the people we love.         

Congratulations, Ms. Deleau on a beautiful book baby. Maybe it be the first of 

many!  



__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 2 

 

SEE Author! 
We are very proud of Michelle Page Deleau, one of our SEE 

grade 2 teachers, who has written her very first children’s 
book.  Michelle’s book is all about finding your ‘Happy 
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School Council News 
 
 

School Councils are structured groups of parents, principals, teachers, and community representatives who work together 

to effectively support and enhance student learning.  They provide a method for members of the school community to 

consult with and offer advice to the principal and the school board.   

 

Parents play a vital role in student success at FFCA and can participate in decisions that impact student learning through 

school council.  By contributing knowledge, perspective and ideas at school council meetings, parents are actively  

contributing to school community and FFCA's continued success.   

 

At FFCA, our school council strives to: 

*focus on what is best for all students in the school 

*consider the interests of all school stakeholders 

*develop, maintain and reflect the culture of the school 

*represent the parent voice in the school community 

 

The 2021/2022 school year is quickly coming to an end which means that our School Council is up for annual election in 

preparation for the 2022/2023 school year.  Our Annual General Meeting to elect interested parties to the School Council 

will be held on Monday, May 16th at 6:30pm, followed by a School Council Meeting as well as a Society Meeting (meeting  

details will be shared on Edsby shortly).  We encourage all who are interested to join the meeting. In addition, if you are 

interested or you know of someone who is interested in joining School Council, please submit your/their interest by  

emailing ffcaseecouncil@gmail.com no later than May 13, 2022.  If you are nominating someone else, please confirm their 

interest before emailing their name.   

 

A breakdown of roles and their descriptions can be found below.  Should you have any further questions or inquires please 

feel free to email FFCASEECOUNCIL@gmail.com.   

 

Member Roles  

 

School Council Chair  

It is expected that the school council chairperson will be a parent of a student attending the school. The chair should be 

someone who can work collaboratively and knows how to organize both programs and people. The chair should actively 

encourage others to become engaged in meaningful ways. Typical chairing duties include:  

• chair all meetings of the school council 

• coordinate with the principal to establish meeting agendas 

• ensure that the operating procedures are current and followed 

• be the official spokesperson of the school council 

• ensure there is regular communication with the whole school community 

Vice-Chair  

On some school councils, the role of chair is shared, either through the creation of co-chairing positions or through the chair‘s  

dependence on the vice-chair to undertake part of the work.  

 

Typically, the vice-chair‘s duties are, in the event of resignation, incapacity or leave of absence of the chair, to fulfill the chair’s 

responsibilities, and in the absence of the chair, supervise the affairs and preside at meetings of the school council.  

mailto:FFCASEECOUNCIL@gmail.com
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School Council News 
 

Secretary  

The school council secretary typically acts as a recorder at each meeting and ensures that the minutes are prepared accurately to reflect 

the directions agreed to at the meeting.  
 

Treasurer  
If the school council is handling money, through fundraising activities or donations, the treasurer keeps accurate records of all financial 

transactions and ensure that records are available upon request of the school board or school community. 
 

Casino Rep - 2 year commitment for the role 

If the school council is planning on fundraising through an approved casino, the Casino Rep helps manage the event and the volunteers and 

ensures that records and communications are available upon request.  
 

Fundraising Coordinator 

This role works to ensure the right fundraising opportunities are implemented to help support the schools goals and plans for 
supporting enhanced learning for all students.  Examples of this are: Purdy's fundraiser, and Skip The Depot ongoing fundraiser. 
 

Fun Lunch Coordinator 

The fun lunch coordinator works with local restaurants and businesses to provide health hot lunch options for our students and 

teachers once a month.  This is managed through Healthy Hunger currently.  
 

Parental Partnership Coordinator 

Working with parents and families to connect and engage while educating and raising our children. Finding new ways to connect 

throughout the school year and work together to support FFCA.  
 

Memory Book Coordinator 

The Memory Book Coordinator works with identified room parents to build out grade level memory books that students, families 

and faculty will reflect back on for years to come.  

 
Kindergarten Rep 

The intention of this role is to assist with the transition to school life, connecting kindergarten students and families together 

throughout the school year.  Assisting with some fun activities and connections is ideal in this role as well.   
 

Room Parent Coordinator 

This role manages and works with parent volunteers for each classroom to coordinate teacher support, occasional room activities, and sea-

sonal events or gift giving as a class.   
 

Special Events Coordinator  
This role manages and coordinates events for the school as a greed upon by faculty and school council.  
 

Communications and Engagement Coordinator 

At FFCA, communications and ongoing engagement is important to families and students.  This role assists with monthly 

newsletters and identifying opportunities in the community for FFCA to engage in and share these success stories with our  

families.  
 

Teacher  

Each school council must have at least one teacher representative, as per the legislation. A teacher representative contributes to a  
successful school council by sharing professional knowledge with school council members and presenting the teachers’ perspective. 

 

 

Thank you,  

 
Michelle Chudoba, 

FFCA SEE Chair 
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If you are moving or planning to move  

between now and August ... 
 

PLEASE MAKE SURE TO UPDATE YOUR ADDRESS ONLINE  

THROUGH FAMILY LOGIN 

 

Once you have made the change, the system will send a notification to the campus. 

If your student currently takes the bus, you will need to check with our transportation coordinator by 

emailing:  susan.goldsmith@ffca-calgary.com  

to ensure there is room on the bus assigned to the community you are moving to. Many of our buses 

are full and at capacity and there may not be a spot for your student on the bus assigned to your new 

neighborhood. 
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MAY 2nd - SCHOOL BUS  
 

DRIVER APPRECIATION DAY 
 

 

 

 
Please join us in thanking our FFCA bus drivers   

for their dedication and commitment on   
Monday, May 2, 2022  

 

The first Monday in May is set aside annually to show appreciation to the drivers. 
This day is recognized across Alberta to draw attention to the important role school 
bus drivers have in the lives of students! Our government values the efforts of school 
bus drivers throughout the province who transport approximately 300,000 students 
safely to and from school every day. This year, Monday, May 2, has been designated 
as School Bus Driver Appreciation Day – an opportunity for students, parents and 
staff of FFCA to recognize the vital function that school bus drivers serve in safely 
transporting our children to and from school.  

Harpal, Susan, Dwayne,  

Prabhot, Caron & Tara  
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What’s  happening at see in MaY? 

  2nd  Bus Drivers’ Appreciation  

  11th  Spell-a-thon pledges due date 

 16th   School Council AGM Meeting @ 6:30 PM 

 17th  Grade 4 Orientation for SMS 

 18th  Grade 3—Telus Spark 

 20th  Organizational Day—No School 

 23rd  Victoria Day—No School 

 24th to 27 Fun Lunch—Pita Pit 

   Grade 1—24th 

   Grade 2—25th 

   Grade 3—26th 

   Grade 4—27th 

 27th  Casual Day—No Theme 

 27th  Grade 2 Teacher’s Pet 

 31st   Grade 1 Pioneer Day 

Hi SEE Families, 
 
As outdoor sports start up, and things get busy for all of us I thought I would share some tips about creating good habits! Spring and 
summer can be really busy, we are outside more and running from here to there.  Keeping up these few habits will be helpful to keep in 
mind. 
 

Healthy Eating: 
Canada’s food guide. Have a look at this visual, and try to eat a balance of healthy foods.  This is available in many languages:  
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/canada-food- guide/resources/snapshot/languages.html 
  

Being Active: 
Have fun being active with the whole family. As parents it can be hard when we are the ones getting our kids from here to there, but 
carving out time for your own wellbeing and getting active is also important!  
Try out The Encanto Run: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOwycaVXfr4 a fun whole family activity! 
 

Screen Time: 
You might be surprised how quickly it adds up!  Track your screen time with any tracker app. Set a goal to reduce your daily screen 
time. 
 

Drinking water 
Speaking of water, how full is your cup?  Your emotional cup that is.  Stress, frustration or worry can fill up our cups too.  If it becomes 
too much it might start to overflow, and affect the people around us.  
Think:    What are some ways you can empty your cup (or reduce your stress) throughout each day?  
  

Stay well everyone! 
 Ms. Hodgson 
Anna.hodgson@ffca-calgary.com 
403.258.2728 ext 4247 

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/canada-food-%20guide/resources/snapshot/languages.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOwycaVXfr4
mailto:Anna.hodgson@ffca-calgary.com
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